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Abstract 



Ihe main purpose of this project was to 
discover favorable and unfavorable aspects of the 4-1-4 
month calendar plan. Ihe report contains information 
presented in tabular form obtained by questionnaire from 35 
colleges and universities. An introduction and summary 
accompanies each of the S tables. Four of the tables 
summarize responses frcm 10 institutions currently using 
the plan. The cited advantages of the interim session 
include; reduced course lead during the regular semesters, 
opportunities for independent study and off-campus study 
programs, the inter-disciplinary emphasis of course work, 
and the ’’change of pace.” Disadvantages in this calendar 
arrangement inclucfe a loss of continuity' in year-long 
courses, faculty iVad arrangement problems, poor student 
attendance, lack of student initiative, and the additional 
work required in planning. Some of the schools cited no 
disadvantages. Smith College, however, adopted the 4-1-4 
plan, but dropped it because of compressed and rapid 
courses, weak projects, and lack of student initiative. The 
comments of respondents at 9 colleges that had not yet 
adopted the .plan, but were either planning to, or 
interested in doing sc, are also included. The 
questionnaire is included in the appendix. (ES) 
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RESEARCH PROJECT 
INVESTIGATING THE 
4-1-4 MONTH CALENDAR PLAN 



INTRODUCTION 

||^;»tw<iMlJ^IMCMtwa<WiiWMil>WtTi>liyi1Mli:('<^ 



The purpose of this research project Is to discover good and 
had points concerning the 4-1 month calendar plan as being 
used in some colleges and universities* Thirty-fivb collegos 
and universities responded to a quostionnairo which was sent 
to several more than that* 



Some of the institutions contacted are members of the Union for 
Research and Experimentation in Higher Education 5 others had rep- 
resentatives at a North Central Association conference hold during 
the fall of 1967 at Iov:a V/esleyan College, Mt* Pleasant, lomj 
others were selected at random* 



The following report is based on the results of a questionnaire 
mailed November 30, 196?, and December 1J, 1967* Data gathered 
via this questionnaire are presented in a series of nine tables* 
Each table is introduced, presented, and briefly summarized* 



Following the tables will be found general conclusions^ 



Table I shows names and locations of the thirty-five colleges and 
universities which responded to the questionnaire* Year of found- 
ing the institution is also shown* Table I now follows* 
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TABLE 1 . TABLE SBOV/irO II.WES 0? COLT, EC, ES iLID UKI?BHSITIES V.'HICH 
HESPOIIDED TO QUEGTlCnilAlHE COITCIiRnillG 4-1 ->•!• I'OIITI' C.AL3EDAR ’.'.’ITII 
LOCATIOn OP lIISTITtfTlOi: AI® ^BAH 07 POXnBIIX- 





Hane of college or 
v.niversity 


Location of collego 


Year of Found- 
ing 




Antioch College 


Yellow Springs^ Ohio 


1 B 52 


Baker University 


Baldwin City, Kansas 


1 858 


Bard College 


x\nna nda lo -on Had so n , 
Kew York 


1860 


B3.tiffton College 


Blufftoiij Ohio 


1900 


Garleton College 


II 0 r t hf i e Id , I li nn e - 
so ta 


1866 


Centre Go lie go of Kentucky 


Da n ville 5 Kentucky 


181 9 


College of St. Benedict 


St. Joseph, Minnesota 


1912 


Dakota V/esleyan College 


Mitchol, South Dakota 


1883 


Florida Preshyterian College 


St. Petershnrg, 
Florida 


I 960 


Goddard College 


Pla inf i eld , Vermont 


1938 


Graceland College 


Lamoni, Iowa 


1895 


Greenville College 


Greenville, Illinois 


1892 


Gnstavus Adolphus College 

« 


St. Peter, Minnesota 


1 862 


Hanover College 


Hanover, Indiana 


1827 


Hofstra College 


Hempstead, Hew York 


1935 


Hunting ton College 


Huntington, Indiana 


1 897 


loifa V/esleyan College 


Mt.. Pleasant, Iowa 


1 842 


lewis College 


Lockport, Illinois 


1930 


Luther College 


Decorah, lovra 


1861 


Macalester Co3.1ege 


St. Paul, Minnesota 


1853 


Malone College 


Canton, Ohio 


I 892 


Marion College 


Marion, Indiana 


1920 


Mary College 


Bismarck, North Dakota. 




Hasson College 

A ^ 


Springvale, Maine 


1912 


t ^ 

Northern Illinois University 


De Kalb, Illinois 


1 895 



J 



1 



1 



4 



J 



Al 



I 



; 






Total— 35 institutions 



Table I has presented naraes and locations of the 35 colleges and 
Universities which responded to the ciuestionnaire sent out November 
30 , 1967 ? and December 15? 1967*» Some colleges which received the 
questionnaire did not respond and others responded after a remind- 
er was sent. 

The table above has shox^mj in addition to names and locations of 
the institiations responding, year of founding of the institution. 
The range of founding dates ranges from 181 9 to i960. 

A copy of the questionnaire which was sent mil be found in the 
Appendix. 

Table II, which follows, is a listing of colleges and universities 
which are not interested in adopting the 4-1-4 month calendar plan* 
Ten colleges responded in this manner. In Table II id IX be found 
the name of the college or university iThicli responded in this man 
plus the location of the institution. An indication is then given 
to whether the institution is coeducational, or for men or X'jomen 
only* This is folloi\red by information concerning enrollment as of 
school year 1965-66, and affiliation. Name and title of respondent 
is then presented and comments made .by this person. 



Name of college or 
university 



Location of college 




Phillips University 
St. Olaf College 
Sarah LaT/rence College 
Sioux Nalls College ' 
Smith College 
Stephens College 
Tarkio College 
Tay3,or University 
Trinity College 
Willamette University 







Upland, Indiana 
Deerfield, Illinois 



C o Iti.mbi a , Ki s sour! 



Ta r ki 0 , Hi s sour i 




Salem, Oregon 




Table II now fol3.ows. It is based on Part A of the questionnaire. 
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lalDle II, just presented , has listed colleges and unlversp-ies 
which stated they are not Interested in adopting tho ’•i-l-'-i' month 



calendar nian. I'-rame an'd address of’ institution responding in this 

. _ _ J.1 a..* J- 4 4.^ T.Totv,,-x .•,,-v/q fn -r-'T 



manner was givenj plias other pex-’tinent information* Pamo and title 
of individr.al responding for the institution is listed plus any 
comments m.ade by this individual. 



In the total of ten institutions listed nine of them are coedi?- 
national • 1 for women only, and none for men onl3?« Average enroll- 
ment for the ten institutions is 3075 students, school year of 
196?>r1966, with a high enrollment 3..isted at 13,7^8 students and 
a^low of §18 stiidents. Attention is drawn to comments macle by 
the respondents* 



Part B of the ernes tionnairo was answered by colleges ^whicn ha^, 
adopted the 4-1-'*-!- month calendar, tSince Part B is dipj'p 
it was made the basis for several tab’les* Numbers of ^bhe ta p^uGS 
\^dll now follow with an explanation as to tentative findings* 



Table III deals with respons 
questionnaire, (see Appendix 
tions of colleges and univer 
calendar, plus information a 
enrollment 1965-66, and affi 
is given, and answers to. the 
same for classes under the h 
what course (or courses) cau 
to the 4-1 plan without lo 
4-.lUt* calendar moke each. 



es 



to items 1 q 2, and 3? Part B of 



.) This table shows names and loca- 



sitios which have adopted the 4-1-4 
s to type of stu.dent personnel, 
nation. Name and title of respondent 
following questions: clock hours_ the 



1-4 plan as for the 2-seriester plan? 



2. 



ses the biggest problem in adjusting 
sing course content? and does the 
it hour cost more? 



Table III vjill now be presented and mil be follox\red by a brief 
summary* 
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GonG]i;u£dnns will now to clj’ciim to Ss- blo nXj which mv ^Ittrt pre« 
sentGcl. 



isnoiif'^io t'^ iter.s 1 j P,» fuic^ 3? Pnrt Ij of 
q.iior^tionnairc. After rropf'r i<^eutific^t:1on of the in^stit^’tion 



Tohlo III (lenlt with ros^ 



the foiloirin.^ qnrotions wore en^weec’J uro cloeh hox^ro the sane 
for clrseeo tine'er the "nl'^n for the ^•'eoneotcr pXsn? 

whst coxirso (or comrooD) eowoos the h^gnont rx’^ohion in ocyueting 
to the p 3 ,on wit^^oxxt loo.-ln^’ eoi'reo content? ond cloos the 

4^.1 J> Golcnder r.Loh,e erch credit ^owr coot nore? 



Ion institiit**onr rc®‘»^<^ndcd in thio section# Awereco enrollioent 




Golleoe.) - - « ^ . 

a hic^h of 2,229 etiK-cnte end n low of 206 r.^nioontc. 



Goncci’ninr elool: hou"o ?.r telnc the enre for cleesoG miclcr the 
J={. px,in £S for the 2«,ee^’"^eter plfi^n, the 2 ?olI»nwinc cn ewers x^ere 
received: YeG*^^6$ IIo-”h*» 



ConcerninG coxxrcer v/hich onxxne the o'^'or.test prohlem in acljxxr.ting to 
the 4-1-4 plan \nlthoxtt l^'cinr, com’* re content, the fo3.1oxdng Goxxrses 



xfore listed: foroi^in lanraxogos; lahorotories; tnpliod music 5 edixca- 
tion Tiiothocls 5 nursing; tiir'ct no thorn tic 05 and scrlonce. 



Concerning the qixestion cis to xdiotber pic'n ^coxxses each coxxrse 

to cost more, ansxfors xfox’*® as follox*j'ss wer— 2; IIo— -4. Comments con- 
cerning all of tiicse iixestions are of interest. 
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Table IV xrill nox; be present od. This table is based on Part B, 
items ^r, 5, 6, and 7 ? (a and b,) of the (postlonnairo, (See 
Appendix.) 



The! ■ 'same' ■ ten ’ ins ti tilt tons are sboxjn in different responses. The 
follov/ing questions are ansTfcred: hox-r arc Freshman level courses 
handled? bow are beginning students handled? is anything done to 
try to keep foreign lanraxano stxxdents /'tor. foragetting during the 
interim session? does interim session ' cost more than any other 
nomth? and xfaot coxxrscs, (with credit hours,; arc offered dxiring 
the interim session? 



Table IV, follovrod by Table TV Sxxpplement and conclusions, will 
now follox;. 
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Conclusions ■'./-nlcli md;y lie drav/n from Coble IV5 j’ust pi-esented, 
will now be drei-m* 

C-'is table is rioda lui of answers to different questions froini the 
sai::e ten collecos •which have adopted the b- 1-4 ii^onth calendar plan. 
The ons'wers are to Part B of the questionnaire, items '■!■, 5 » 6, and 
7, (a and b.) 

Tie first question in this area which was asked was concerning 
the manner in v;hich freshman level courses are handled. The com- 
ment, ’ISamo os other courses,” (or similar comment,) was made 6 
times. Other onsv/ers appeared as noted. 

The next question dealt with manner in which beginning students 
are handlod. The comment, ”£)ame ?s other students,” (or similar 
statement,) appeared 4 titaes. 

Concerning the liiotter of trying to keep foreign language s‘budents 
from forgetting during the interim, an effort is being made to do 
this hy ^ colleges ond nothing being done by 6 colleges. 

As to whether or not the interim session costs more than any other 
month, 1 college said that it did vjhile 9 said it did not. 

j"n response' to inquiry about courses that are offered on-cammis 
during the interim so much material was vsubmitted that it was 
necessary for the writer to resort to a ’’Supplement.” This sup- 
plement to ‘Table IV followid the table* It is hoped that it 
was of interest to the reader as well as the extra comments 
that were made by respondents to Table IV. 

Table V, which follows on the next page, pursues the subj’eot 
still further with the same ten colleges— all of which have adopt- 
ed the calendar. Questions concerning specific advantages 

and disadvantages to the interim session are asked. Opportunities 
for off-campu.s activities are noted, and requirements concerning 
graduating affecting the interim session are pointed up. 

Table V is based on qn.estionnaire responses Part B, Question 7 j 
sections (c), (d) , and (e), (see Appendix.) 
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS Will now folloWi 



The purpose of the research project was to discover govod and bad 
points concerning the J^1-4 month calendar plan as being used by 
some colleges and universities# Data was obtained through use or 
information garnered from answers to a (juestionnaire# 



The data wore presented in a series of nine tables# Table 1 showed 
names of Institutions responding to questionnaire# Table II listed 
the ten colleges which indicated* they are not interested in adopt- 
ing the 4-1-4 plan# Table III listed ten colleges which have adopt- 
ed the 4-1-4 plan and indicated that six of them have clock ho^s for 
classes the same as before adopting the 4-1-4 plan which four do not# 
Two stated the courses cost more under the 4-1-4 plan and four stat- 
ed they do not cost more# 



Table IV presented information about how freshman level and begin- 
ning students are handled ^ indicated that four of the ten colleges 
try to keep foreign language students from forgetti ng > and that 
the interim session does not cost more than any other session# 



Table V, using the same ten colleges and universities, contained 
a listing of advantages and disadvantages of interim session, in- 
terim requirements for graduation, and Information about off-campus 
courses# Table VI was given over to general comments about interim 
sessions# 



Table VII dealt \7ith one college which has adopted a plan other 
than the 4-1-4 month calendar with pertinent information concern- 
ing this institution# 



Table VIII listed one college which adopted the 4-1-4 plan and 
then dropped it, v/ith reasons for so doing# Table IX was a listing 
of institutions which did not fit into any of the categories pre- 
sented in the questionnaire, with reasons for being in this table, 
and statements from respondents# 
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APPENDIX 



Att*n«» 



CULVER-STOCKTON COLLEGE 

CANTON, MISSOURI, S343S 

Novsmbsr 30» 1967 



W« iro making a survey of colleges of various sizes In order to ^taln Informat I ^ 
eoncartlng M-4 month eaUndor. It would be greatly appreciated If you would 
compUta the following questionnaire end return It In the enclosed self-addressed 

envelopoe 



We have tried to arrange the questions so that the answers will take the minimum 
amount of time and effort. We shall be glad to share the results with you after they 
ha VO bean tabulated— If you want theme 



I The questionnaire Is arranged on the following basis; 

(A) Colleges which are not Interested In they-l-4 month calendar; 

(B) Colleges which have adopted the k-l-4 month calendar; and 
I (C) Colleges which adopted the 4-1-4 month calendar and then dropped It. 

i . d ^3 



t Name and location of college responding - - ' ■ — ' ' — 

i Name and title of person responding - • -- ■ ■■ — 

[ Would you care to have a copy of the tabulated results? Yes No (encircle one) 



(A) Colleges which are not interested In the 4-1-4 month calendar 

1. This college has not adopted the 4-1-4 month calendar and is not Interested 
In adopting It. Correct (encircle. If true) 

Comments: . .. - ■ ■ ' 

NOTE; (Respondents encircling “correct” above have completed this 
questionnaire and It is ready for mailing.) 

(B) < Colleaas which have adopted the 4-1-4 month calendar 

; I. Are clock hours the same for classes under the 4-1-4 plan as for the 2- 
‘ semester plan? Yes No (encircle one) Comments; . ■ ' — 

2. What course (or courses) causes the biggest problem In adjusting to the 4-1-4 

plan without losing course content? ■ 

3. Does the 4-1-4 clanedar make each credit hour cost more? Yes No (encircle 

one) Comments; .. . ■ ■ ■■ . . ..» 

4. How are the Freshman level courses handled? ,, , . , , ■ ■ 
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5, How are b^ainninci studentt^ handled? 



6. Is anything done to ti’y to keep fofralqn lanouacift students from fy^fUi l ia 
during the Interim session? Yes No Comments; 



7. Please answer the following questions concerning the J n^pr|m fffflOT t (which 
Is usually the month of January:) 



a» Does the Interim session cost more than any other month? Yes No 
(encircle one) Comments: ■ 



^ ^ ^ — 

b. What courses, (with credit hours,) ore offered during the Interim session? 



, uh^» jifft fhrt specific advantages of the Interim session? 



What are the specific disadvantage s the Interim sessions?. 



de What are the opportunities for off-campus activities during the Interim 
session? - 



ee How many Interim sessions are required for graduation? 



Could a student be graduated without any Interim sasslons? Yes No 
Comments: 



f . Can a student fulfill requirements without taking them during the interim 
session? Yes No Comments: 






g. General comments dealing with Inte/im session: 



(C) Colleoes which adopted the 4«l-4 month cole nd ar and then dropped It 

1. Old you formerly function under the 4-1 J; ponth calendar and then drop It? 
Yes No (encircle one) 

2. Why did you drop the 4-1-4 month cal^^ndar? ~ ■ 



3* Under what calendar plan are you now operating? 



4. Additional comments: 



THANK 



YOU for your cooperation and courtesy In this matter! 



*1 L. Pittenger 

Director of Institutional Research 
Cul »er-Stockton Col lege 
Cantor, MIs'iourl 63435 
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